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Abstract The focus on the role of parenting in child development has a long-
standing history. When measures of parenting precede changes in child de-
velopment, researchers typically infer a causal role of parenting practices and
attitudes on child development. However, this research is usually conducted
with parents raising their own biological offspring. Such research designs
cannot account for the effects of genes that are common to parents and
children, nor for genetically influenced traits in children that influence how
they are parented and how parenting affects them. The aim of this mono-
graph is to provide a clearer view of parenting by synthesizing findings from
the Early Growth and Development Study (EGDS).

EGDS is a longitudinal study of adopted children, their birth parents,
and their rearing parents studied across infancy and childhood. Families
(N =561) were recruited in the United States through adoption agencies
between 2000 and 2010. Data collection began when adoptees were 9 months
old (males=>57.2%; White 54.5%, Black 13.2%, Hispanic/Latinx 13.4%,
Multiracial 17.8%, other 1.1%). The median child age at adoption placement
was 2 days (M =5.58, SD =11.32). Adoptive parents were predominantly in
their 30s, White, and coming from upper-middle- or upper-class back-
grounds with high educational attainment (a mode at 4-year college or
graduate degree). Most adoptive parents were heterosexual couples,
and were married at the beginning of the project. The birth parent sample
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was more racially and ethnically diverse, but the majority (70%) were White.
At the beginning of the study, most birth mothers and fathers were in their
20s, with a mode of educational attainment at high school degree, and few of
them were married. We have been following these family members over time,
assessing their genetic influences, prenatal environment, rearing environ-
ment, and child development.

Controlling for effects of genes common to parents and children, we
confirmed some previously reported associations between parenting, parent
psychopathology, and marital adjustment in relation to child problematic
and prosocial behavior. We also observed effects of children’s heritable
characteristics, characteristics thought to be transmitted from parent to child
by genetic means, on their parents and how those effects contributed to
subsequent child development. For example, we found that genetically in-
fluenced child impulsivity and social withdrawal both elicited harsh parent-
ing, whereas a genetically influenced sunny disposition elicited parental
warmth. We found numerous instances of children's genetically influenced
characteristics that enhanced positive parental influences on child develop-
ment or that protected them from harsh parenting. Integrating our findings,
we propose a new, genetically informed process model of parenting. We posit
that parents implicitly or explicitly detect genetically influenced liabilities
and assets in their children. We also suggest future research into factors such
as marital adjustment, that favor parents responding with appropriate pro-
tection or enhancement. Our findings illustrate a productive use of genetic
information in prevention research: helping parents respond effectively to a
profile of child strengths and challenges rather than using genetic in-
formation simply to identify some children unresponsive to current pre-
ventive interventions.



Disclaimer

The Publisher, The Society for Research in Child Development, Inc. and Editors cannot be held responsible for errors or any conse-
quences arising from the use of information contained in this journal; the views and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those
of the Publisher, The Society for Research in Child Development, Inc. and Editors, neither does the publication of advertisements con-
stitute any endorsement by the Publisher, The Society for Research in Child Development, Inc. and Editors of the products advertised.

Copyright and Copying

Clopyright © 2023 Society for Research in Child Development. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior permission in writing from the copyright holder. Authorization
to copy items for internal and personal use is granted by the copyright holder for libraries and other users registered with their local
Reproduction Rights Organisation (RRO), e.g. Copyright Clearance Center (CCC), 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923,
USA (www.copyright.com), provided the appropriate fee is paid directly to the RRO. This consent does not extend to other kinds
of copying such as copying for general distribution, for advertising or promotional purposes, for creating new collective works or for
resale. Special requests should be addressed to: permissions@wiley.com

Information for subscribers

Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development is published quarterly in March, June, September, and December.
Institutional subscription prices for Monographs of the Society for Research in Child/Child Development/Child Development
Perspectives for 2023 are: Print & Online: US$1173, US$1637 (Rest of World), €1065 (Europe), £840 (UK). Prices are exclusive of tax.
Asia-Pacific GST, Canadian GST/HST and European VAT will be applied at the appropriate rates. For more information on current
tax rates, please go to www.wileyonlinelibrary.com/tax-vat. The price includes online access to the current and all online for previous
5 years, where available. For other pricing options, including access information and terms and conditions, please visit onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/library-info/products/price-lists. Terms of use can be found here: onlinelibrary.wiley.com/terms-and-conditions.

Delivery Terms and Legal Title

Where the subscription price includes print issues and delivery is to the recipient’s address, delivery terms are Delivered at Place
(DAP); the recipient is responsible for paying any import duty or taxes. Title to all issues transfers Free of Board (FOB) our shipping
point, freight prepaid.

Claims for Missing or Damaged Print Issues

Our policy is to replace missing or damaged copies within our reasonable discretion, subject to print issue availability, and subject
to Wiley’s Title-By-Title Journals Subscriptions Terms & Conditions. Claims for missing or damaged print issues must be sent to
cs-journals@wiley.com within three months from date of subscription payment or date of issue publication, whichever is most recent.

Back issues: Single issues from current and recent volumes are available at the current single issue price from cs-journals@wiley.
com. Earlier issues may be obtained from Periodicals Service Company, 351 Fairview Avenue - Ste 300, Hudson, NY 12534, USA.
Tel: +1 518 822 9300, Fax: +1 518 822 9305, Email: psc@periodicals.com

MICROFORM The journal is available on microfilm. For microfilm service, address inquiries to ProQuest Information and
Learning, 300 North Zeeb Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1346, USA. Bell and Howell Serials Customer Service Department (800)
521-0600 x2873.

Postmaster: Send all address changes to MONOGRAPHS OF THE SOCIETY FOR RESEARCH IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT,
Wiley Periodicals LLC, C/O The Sheridan Press, PO Box 465, Hanover, PA 17331.

THE MONOGRAPHS OF THE SOCIETY FOR RESEARCH IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT, (ISSN 0037-976X (print), ISSN
1540-5834 (online)) is published quarterly, on behalf of The Society for Research in Child Development, Inc., by Wiley Periodicals
LLC, 111 River St., Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774.

Journal Customer Services: For ordering information, claims and any enquiry concerning your journal subscription please go to
www.wileycustomerhelp.com/ask or contact your nearest office.

Americas: Email: cs-journals@wiley.com; Tel: +1 781 388 8598 or +1 800 835 6770 (toll free in the USA & Canada).

Europe, Middle East and Africa: Email: cs-journals@wiley.com; Tel: +44 (0) 1865 778315.

Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Liechtenstein: cs-germany@wiley.com; Tel: 0800 1800 536 (Germany).
Asia Pacific: Email: cs-journals@wiley.com; Tel: +65 6511 8000.

Japan: For Japanese speaking support, Email: cs-japan@wiley.com; Tel: +65 6511 8010 or Tel (toll-free): 005 316 50 480.

Visit our Online Customer Help available in 7 languages at www.wileycustomerhelp.com/ask

Production Editor: Nishi Singh (MONO@wiley.com)
View this journal online at wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/mono
Wiley is a founding member of the UN-backed HINARI, AGORA, and OARE initiatives. They are now collectively known as

Research4Life, making online scientific content available free or at nominal cost to researchers in developing countries. Please visit
Wiley’s Content Access — Corporate Citizenship site: www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-390082.html

Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development accepts articles for Open Access publication. Please visit
http://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/open-access/onlineopen.html for further information about
OnlineOpen.

Wiley’s Corporate Citizenship initiative seeks to address the environmental, social, economic, and ethical challenges faced in our
business and which are important to our diverse stakeholder groups. Since launching the initiative, we have focused on sharing our
content with those in need, enhancing community philanthropy, reducing our carbon impact, creating global guidelines and best
practices for paper use, establishing a vendor code of ethics, and engaging our colleagues and other stakeholders in our efforts. Follow
our progress at www.wiley.com/go/ citizenship

For submission instructions, subscription and all other information visit: wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/mono

® ORCID® provides a persistent digital identifier that distinguishes a researcher from every other researcher. Through integration
in key research workflows such as manuscript and grant submission, ORCID supports automated linkages between the researcher and
his/her professional activities ensuring that the work is recognized. For more information, please visit http://orcid.org.

Printed in the USA by The Sheridan Group

ISSN 0037-976X (Print)
ISSN 1540-5834 (Onlinc)



monographmatters.srcd.org

Parenting in the Context of the Child: Genetic
and Social Processes

When parents raise their own biological offspring, it is difficult to tell whether their impact on
their child’s development arises from parenting or from genes they share with their child. To
clarify this distinction, we report on a longitudinal study of birth parents, children they have
placed for adoption, and the child’s rearing parents. Families (N = 561) were recruited
through United States adoption agencies between 2000-2010. Data collection began when
adoptees (males = 57.2%; White 54.5%, Black 13.2%, Hispanic/Latinx 13.4%, Multiracial
17.8%, other 1.1%) were 9 months old. We found that parenting does matter for children’s
development, and that in some cases children’s genetic makeup influences the parenting they
receive, and in others parenting effects depend on the child’s genetic makeup. These results
may have implications for early interventions with children and their families, suggesting
they focus on helping parents optimize their responses to the uniqueness of their child, some

of which reflects their genetic makeup.
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